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knows that he did ask Congress repeat-
edly to act.
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He has been judicious in his use of ex-
ecutive actions throughout his Presi-
dency, despite facing a Congress deeply
entrenched, well, in being deeply en-
trenched.

But he did ask this Congress to act.
He worked with both parties in the
Senate to help shepherd an immigra-
tion bill through in June of 2013, and
for a year and a half, he has waited, pa-
tiently deferring the use of executive
action as a last resort. He has held off
again and again so that he could give
the Republicans in the House of Rep-
resentatives time to pass a bill, but
they never did, never even considered
one.

When Republicans in the Senate said
gay people can’t be included under any
circumstances, the Democrats didn’t
like it. It offended us. But we said, let’s
keep trying to find a compromise.

When Republicans said they needed
30,000 more Border Patrol agents, the
Democrats found a way to include that,
too, in the Senate.

When the House said it would not
even consider a Senate bill, we Demo-
crats, myself included, said, okay, let’s
work on a House bill.

And when Republicans said immi-
grants could not get a special pathway
to citizenship and that we would have
to pass many separate bills piecemeal,
Democrats and the President never left
the negotiating table.

When the Speaker of the House called
the President last June to say that, de-
spite all of the Speaker’s efforts and all
of the President’s efforts, the House
was not even going to allow a vote, the
President said he would do what he
said he was going to do all along: use
his pen under current law to help this
Nation.

Now the Speaker says that the Presi-
dent is picking a fight with Repub-
licans over immigration and that he is
vowing to fight back, which is the
Speaker’s right. But I would advise the
Speaker that his fight is not with the
President or with Democrats; it is with
the American people. It is a fight he
will have to deport millions of U.S.
citizens’ parents; the spouses, hus-
bands, and wives of U.S. citizens; the
parents of DREAMers who know no
other country but this one. And that is
who the Republican Party intends to
fight.

But let’s be clear: nothing the Presi-
dent does will keep the House from
working with the Senate to pass an im-
migration bill.

Sitting at his desk in the White
House, Harry Truman said, ‘“The buck
stops here.”” And he was right then, and
he is just as right today about the cur-
rent occupant of the White House. The
President has a responsibility to act,
even when Congress refuses to do so.

And just like the 1950s and the 1960s,
after Harry Truman desegregated the
military, it will be time for this Con-
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gress to catch up to the executive
branch and to catch up to reality.

THE IRAN NUCLEAR DEAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
we are just 6 days away from the No-
vember 24 Iran nuclear negotiations
deadline, and as each day passes and we
get closer to the impending deadline,
we are presented with more and more
evidence that Iran is not serious about
abandoning its nuclear ambitions.

Here are the reasons why Iran re-
mains the greatest threat to U.S. na-
tional security interests:

Iran has been a U.S.-designated State
Sponsor of Terrorism since 1984 and has
been the foremost supporter for ter-
rorist groups across the world since the
Islamic Revolution in 1979.

Through its proxies likes Hezbollah
and Hamas, Iran has targeted America
and our ally, the democratic Jewish
State of Israel, with violent acts of ter-
ror for over three decades, including
the 1979 Iranian hostage crisis, the 1983
Beirut bombing and Marine barracks
bombing, and the 1992 Israeli Embassy
bombing and the 1994 AMIA Jewish
community center bombing, both in
Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Iran has been the chief supporter of
Hamas’ and Hezbollah’s terrorist and
rocket attacks in Israel like we saw in
the year 2006 and 2012 and again just
this past summer. In fact, since the
Iranian hostage crisis in 1979, the
United States has been officially in a
continued state of national emergency
with respect to Iran, a state of emer-
gency that President Obama just re-
newed last week.

Tehran continues to demand that it
has a right to enrich its own uranium.
After operating a covert nuclear pro-
gram for decades, Iran forfeited any so-
called right to enrichment. Yet the
centrifuges continue to spin and Presi-
dent Obama has seemingly acquiesced
to Iran’s illegitimate claim to enrich-
ment.

The regime in Tehran also maintains
an advanced ballistic missile program,
a program that just this week it used
to threaten Israel and U.S. military
bases in the Middle East. And it is a
program that continues to expand in
violation of several U.N. Security
Council resolutions.

Iran also remains one of the world’s
worst human rights violators. It is cur-
rently designated a Tier 1 Country of
Particular Concern, a designation re-
served for the world’s worst, most egre-
gious violators of religious freedom as
stated by our own State Department
and the U.S. Commission on Inter-
national Religious Freedom. Despite
the selection, not a real election, of a
so-called moderate last year, Iran’s
human rights record has only gotten
worse as Iran has executed a record
number of people under so-called Presi-
dent Rouhani.
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And despite all of this clear and in-
disputable evidence that Iran is led by
a dangerous regime that cannot be
trusted, these misguided negotiations
taking place right now focus solely on
Tehran’s illicit nuclear program, and
none of it is based on its other illicit
activities.

So while the President continues to
try to reach a deal on Iran’s nuclear
program at, seemingly, any cost, he
has turned a blind eye to the multitude
of other threats that Iran poses to us
and to global security.

Mr. Speaker, the President and the
P5+1 countries are operating as if
Iran’s nuclear program exists in a vac-
uum, and, in doing so, it jeopardizes
the stability of the Middle East and the
security of many of us in the West.
There is every reason to believe that
these negotiations are just one big ploy
by the Iranian regime, and the Obama
administration has fallen for it. That is
why it is up to us in Congress to be the
counterbalance.

Tomorrow, the subcommittee which I
chair will be convening a hearing on
the Iranian deal with former CIA Di-
rector General Hayden as one of our
witnesses. The general has said that
right now we are not getting the proper
monitoring and verification provisions
that we need, and he said were he still
advising the President, General Hayden
would tell him that this deal could not
be adequately verified.

That is why we must take action to
ensure that the administration does
not agree to a weak and bad nuclear
deal, and we must not waver in our re-
solve. Unless the negotiations result in
agreement that ends Iran’s other illicit
activities and ensures that Iran will
stop all enrichment and will dismantle
its nuclear infrastructure, then we
must act to impose and strengthen and
expand sanctions against the regime,
and the administration must walk
away and abandon these foolish and
dangerous talks.

————

THE CONGRESS OF ABANDONED
AUTHORITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, as it
stands today, the 113th Congress will
go down in history as the Congress of
abandoned authority.

With little exception, this Congress
has failed to address the issues the
American people sent us here to take
on: tax reform, immigration, transpor-
tation infrastructure, climate change.
This Congress has shown little
progress, and in so doing, we have
ceded more and more of our power as a
legislature to the executive. Nowhere
has our abandoned authority inflicted
greater harm on Congress as an insti-
tution than our abdication of leader-
ship in the fight against ISIS.

The Constitution gives Congress, and
Congress alone, the power to declare
war. But while unilateral Executive ac-
tion on every other issue has been met
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with partisan attacks, this Congress
seems content with allowing the Presi-
dent to call the shots on military en-
gagement with ISIS.

Mr. Speaker, this abandoned author-
ity must end. Before the end of the
113th Congress, we must restore our
constitutional authority over the Na-
tion’s war powers. We must commit to
a full, open, and honest debate on an
authorization for use of military force
in the fight against ISIS.

Our brave men and women are risk-
ing their lives, and we are afraid to
even risk a vote. It is time for Congress
to put some skin in the game. It is
time for Congress to outline in clear
terms the legal authority under which
the U.S. will wage this war and, in so
doing, future conflicts.

The fact of the matter is that right
now the U.S. is at war. From August 8
to November 12, we have spent an aver-
age of $8 million a day and $776 million
in total on military operations to com-
bat ISIS. As of October 23, the U.S. has
conducted 632 airstrikes involving 6,600
sorties dropping more than 1,700
bombs. We are at war with ISIS, and
we are waging that war without con-
gressional authorization.

No one should doubt the inhumanity
of ISIS. They pose a unique threat to
the region, our allies, and the innocent
civilians of Iraq and Syria. Left un-
checked, the threat and reach of ISIS
will grow. ISIS has made no secret of
its plans to broaden its reach in the re-
gion and to attack Western nations,
even threatening the homeland of the
United States.

The President was right to target
and attack ISIS with our military as-
sets and to begin to train local, on-the-
ground forces, but this is just the start.
As our Commander in Chief, I do be-
lieve the President has the legal au-
thority to begin these military oper-
ations, but the authority to begin a
military operation is not a substitute
for the full legal authority required to
continue military operations that must
be debated here in the United States
Congress.

The President has said he welcomes a
new AUMF, and we have debated re-
pealing the Affordable Care Act more
than five dozen times in this Congress.
On ISIS though? On our wartime oper-
ations? On sending our brave men and
women into harm’s way? We continue
to sit idly.

We had a debate on the last-minute
amendment to a temporary spending
bill that authorized only one small
piece of a larger overall strategy. That
is not a true debate. That is certainly
not a substitute for war authorization.

Americans did not send us here for
piecemeal amendments to last-minute
spending bills. You disagree with the
President and think we shouldn’t be
arming Syrian rebels? Let’s write an
AUMF.

You think we should be working to-
wards a contingency plan in which
American ground forces get involved?
Let’s write an AUMF.
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You think, as I do, that our fight
against ISIS should have clear, defined
goals and a timeline before we consider
further authorization? Then let’s write
an AUMF.

Mr. Speaker, I call on congressional
leadership to take up this task. Your
Members are ready for debate. The
American people are ready for a de-
bate. We simply have no excuse to let
this opportunity pass us by.

Let’s step up to the plate. We should
not end the 113th Congress without de-
bating and passing an Authorization
for Use of Military Force.

———

HONORING THE SERVICE OF
MAYOR LEROY GOODMAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Nevada (Mr. AMODEI) for 5 minutes.

Mr. AMODEI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to retiring Mayor
of Fernley, Nevada, LeRoy Goodman.

A native of the Silver State, born in
Virginia City, Nevada, resident of
Fernley for the last 44 years, former
educator and high school coach, also a
key member of the private sector after
that working for Sentex from the Sil-
ver State in Nevada, for Nevada Ce-
ment, Mayor Goodman had and has a
statewide network of friends which
helped him serve his native city, his
city that he is the mayor of, in an ex-
traordinary manner.

Member of the Association of Coun-
ties, Lyon County commissioner for 12
years, he is one of those few folks that
the phrase ‘‘politician’ does not apply
to; it is ‘‘public servant.”

What also applies to him is a word
that we see used less and less these
days when we talk about people who
are elected by those, and that is a
‘“‘leader.”” The father of the effort to
create Nevada’s newest incorporated
city, being Fernley, in the legislature
during his term on the Lyon County
Commission, his leadership was effec-
tive and resulted in the creation of
that city. The people of Fernley were
very well served.

I want to read to you what he said
when he was elected to be the mayor
after serving a short term as the ap-
pointed one:

I am both privileged and proud to be voted
in as mayor of Fernley. I shall endeavor to
fulfill the role with dignity and purpose. My
priorities and mandate will be centered on
improving the overall functioning of the
council, city operations, and focusing on
doing the people’s business. Fernley is my
home. I am committed to giving the resi-
dents of Fernley my absolute best.

Mr. Mayor, your absolute best does
us all proud.

I want to add a few more praises to
this tribute, and that is ‘“‘class act’ and
“true leader.”

I want to also thank the first lady of
Fernley, your wife, Diana, for her sup-
port of you and your endeavors, and
say thank you very much on behalf of
those folks not only at the home of the
Vaqueros in Fernley, but also through-
out Nevada.
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You are truly, truly a part of the fab-
ric of not only your community, but
our State.

——
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GIANTS OF THE SOUTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. DAVID ScoTT) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, ladies and gentlemen of the
Congress, ladies and gentlemen of
America, and President Barack Obama,
I rise this morning with a heavy, heavy
heart at the passing of two great, mag-
nificent Americans from my home
State of Georgia, Herman Russell and
Governor Carl Sanders—two men, two
giants whose lives intertwined at a
most important time in the history of
this Nation and especially in the his-
tory of the South, for these two men,
Herman Russell and Governor Carl
Sanders, ushered in and gave birth to
the New South, the South away from
segregation. It was Herman Russell and
Governor Carl Sanders who broke down
the barriers of segregation and paved a
new way and a new day for this Nation.
That is why we are so proud of these
two gentlemen.

Every school should look at their
autobiographies, because they made it
the hard way, against the odds. Her-
man Russell, born into poverty in
south Atlanta, came up and didn’t let
the ravages of segregation stop him,
didn’t let his speech impediment stop
him, and emerged with the world’s
largest, most profitable construction
and real estate financial firm owned by
an African American. But, oh, it
wouldn’t have happened if he hadn’t
had a Governor at that time named
Carl Sanders, who broke down those ra-
cial barriers. I will tell you about him.

As a quarterback at the University of
Georgia, he left the University of Geor-
gia and went and volunteered at 19
years old to fight in the military for
his country. He came back and ran for
the State House of Representatives,
against the segregationist party. And
this man, because of him being in the
right place at the right time, and be-
cause of Herman Russell being in the
right place at the right time, Major
League Baseball came knocking, and
there we built Atlanta Stadium. Ivan
Allen said: Build it, and they will
come. It was Carl Sanders who passed
the legislation setting up the Atlanta
Fulton County Recreation Authority
that made it happen—all of this hap-
pening while all around us in the South
was racial turmoil, and Herman Rus-
sell building his great company and be-
coming the first African American to
sit on the board and a member of the
Atlanta Chamber of Commerce.

Oh, my friends, the world, these are
two great trees who were planted by
the rivers of waters, and they brought
forth their fruit and their season, and
none of their leaves withered, and let
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